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as before, and the effect, when the plate is printed from,
somewhat resembles pencil drawing.

Aquatint is a method of etching upon copper by first
sifting powdered asphaltum on the copper-plate previously
greased slightly. The loose powder is then shaken off and
the plate gently heated. When cool, the lights of the
picture are covered with turpentine varnish, mixed with
lampblack, by means of a camel-hair pencil. A border
of wax is then formed round the plate, and dilute nitric
acid is poured on and allowed to remain for five or six
minutes; this is then poured off, the plate washed and
dried, and the pencil and varnish applied as before. This
alternate process of " stopping" and etching is continued
until the deepest shadows are produced.

A very ingenious, simple, and expeditious mode of etching
upon iron and steel was suggested by Mr. Cooley. " The
nietal is warmed until it is capable of melting a piece of
bees'-wax, or 'etching ground/ which is then carefully
rubbed over it so as to form a thin and even coating; when
cold, the design is f scratched in' in the common way; a
little powdered iodine is then sprinkled on the exposed
parts, and at the same time a few drops of water are added,
and the two worked into a liquid paste with a camel-hair
pencil The paste is then moved about over the intended
etching for a period varying from one to five minutes,
according to the depths of the lines required to be produced.
Afterwards the whole is removed and reapplied, etc., as
with the usual etching fluids. The same etching paste, by
being kept for a few days, again acquires the property of
dissolving iron, and may be used again and again; but inde-
pendently of this, the iodide of iron formed during the pro-
cess, if rapidly evaporated to dryness in a clean iron vessel